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PIONEER OF PUGET SOUND SHIPPING
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SEES WORLD PORTS DEVELOP HERE

Forty-Four Years Ago'Alex- y

ander Baillie, Youth From
Clydebank, Predicted|}
Seattle, Tacoma Growth

By BETTY STEWART
When Alexander Balllle first came
to this Puget Sound country Beattle
was known to seagoing men simply
as a little settlement near Port
Townsend. All cargo was carried In
clipper ships but Seattle never saw

them. She could offer them no place
to anchor.

Forty-four years ago that was, and
Alexander Balllie had left Scotland
with his twentieth birthday yet to
come. The memory of Glasgow and
Liverpool's long docks was fresh In
his mind,

“There will be docks llke that here
some day,'' he sald, looking at for-
ests that grew Lo the,sea and. the
log huts of fur-cap ploneers,

And to his employers, the great
British shipping firm of Balfour,
Guthrie & Co., he wrote, ‘'l think I'll
stay."

Today he I‘ the contented smile
of a man whose dreams have come
true. From his offices In Sealttle and
Tacoma he looks out over long docks
and harbors ruffled in the wake of
great shipa.

His confidence has won him a for-
tune and his faith in the future ia
unbounded.

"“1 regard Seattle as the moat Im-
portant American port of the North
Pacific,”” sald Mr. Balllie, emphati-
cally. "And it will continue to be.
There |Is no need to fear Vancouvsr
or Tacoma or Portland. They will
never be Sealltle’'s competitors. I

Internationally Minded

“You ask me what can be done to
apeed BSeattle's growth as a world
port? Firat, 1 should say that we
must become Internationally minded.
Seattle is closer to the rest of the
world today than she has ever been
before. We should study the wants |
of other countries—particularly the
Orient.

“1I can remember when a famous
American statesman sald we should
ignore foreign countries. People
lintened to him then but I don't be-
lleve they would now.,. We have
learned we can’t get along without
the rest of the world."

Mr. Balllie Jooked at the figures
presented by former Superior Judge
Austin Griffith in The Timesa last
Sunday, showing that Seattle's silk
importa had decreased 45624 bales
between 1925 and 15929, while Van-
couver's had Increased 24,168,

“"Those figures don't mean any-

thing,”” ha sald. ""That silk was just
passing through, No one gets any |
benefit from a ashipment like

““What
distributed

we want a stuff to be

from Seattle

that | of shipment it is of actual benefit to
except stevedores and the rallroads. I'h-

Whether | from the Philippines,
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ALENANDER BAILLIE

attie should handle a large part of It
—O0f course, she does, already. That
doesn’t call for bullding sugar re-
fineries here, either. 1 suspect the

cily
“An outstanding example is sugar
The sugar traf-

It is manufactured here or at the port | fic Is Increasing all the time and Se-l product will always be refined cheap-
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“Pioneer of Puget

Sound Shipping Sees World Ports

Develop Here”.

October 18,

Seattle Sunday Times
1931.

‘a higher class of labor.

Veteran of Balfoqr, Guthrie
& Co., Helps to Make
Dream of Vast Commerce
True; Greater Gains Due

er in Manila bacause of the low price
of Jabor. But the distribution will
bring Seattle a pretly penny.

“It is a little bit different with
hemp, which is another important in-
dustry to cultivate, Making hemp

calls for:intricate machinery and
That can be
taken care of better in Seattle than
in Manlla.

“Copra and copra products form
another industry that can do us a
lot of good, BSan Francisco has a
little bit the edge there because there
{s quite & lot of San Francisco capl-
tal in the Philippine oll mills. Copra,
you know, is the white meat inaside
coconut. It is used for oll and the
refuse is made Into cattle feed, called
‘copra cake.’

“Why there have neyver been any
mills for extracting the .oll from
copra established in Seattle I can't
understand. BSeattle capitalists who
want to Increase our copra trade
could further their interests by fol-
lowing San Francisco's example and
investing in Philippine oil mills."™

BEimple Way eof Expression

Occaslonally when talking with
Mr. Balllie one's mind strays from
what he ls saying to how he is say-
ing it. His American citizenship pa-
pers did not rid him of a charming

Scotch burr, and now and again he
will lean his chin heavily on his two

. fists and let his pleasant blue eyes

become Intensely serious, When he
laughs he laughs heartily, throwing
back his head and tipping backward
in his swivel chair.

Although he is a man of world-wide
influence and assuredly one of the
great shipping powers In this coun-
try, he has a simple way of express-
inz himself.

Two months ago he retired from
active business as resident partner of
Balfour, Guthrie & Co., but he re-
ports almosat daily to one op the other
of his offices and is still acting in an

advisory capacity. His lelsure De
spends golfing, fishing or at his
home on Gravelly Lake, near Ta-

coma. He was a resident of Seattle
for fourteen years and has, at various
times, made his home in San Fran-
claco,

Yeleran of the Coast

It's nonsense for Pacific Northwesat
cities to be jealous of San Fran-
cisco,”” he sald. "I don't mean any
slight on Seattle, but San Francisco
has been a city since 1848. They had
contact with the Orient before Seat-
tle had a country store. Those con-
necltions can't be overriden, Then,
too, San Franciaco has great wealth.
Thelr bank deposits are over-two bil-
lion dollars.

As far as any ateamship lines
“"favoring'' San Francisco, that 1s all
posh and tosh, according to Mr, Bail-
lle, Shipping isn't A matter of seunti-
ment, he pointed out. Whenever a
shipping line is going to make 50
cents by giving Seattle more service
they'll do it before you can say Jack

| Robinson,

And the same material principle
may be applied to American manu-
facturers who ship over Canadian
lines, Business is first with Amer-
icans, just like anyone else. They
are not going to pay a high price for
their patriotism.

Pocketbook Is First

"“"People pull for their home town
until it pulls something out of their
pocket,” he =maid.

“It 18 well to remember that every
ahip that comea into Vancouver for
wheat comes in ballast. Seattle wants
to develop commerce both ways—full
cargo coming Iin and full eargo going
out, Of course, the Port of Vancou-
ver can offer speed. Besides the fast-
est ahipa on the racific she has a
tle-up between rall and water over
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Speed
is Important these days.'

Without a aingle shadow in the
offing. Mr. Balllie seea a pglorious
future for Seattle as a world port.
Present facilities, he says, are A-l
and the city is full of business men
who are “up on their toes."

“Seattle's development as a port
has been one of the marvels of this
country,” he said glowingly., Nothing
can hold it back. A port doean't need
to seek commerce, Commerce seeks
the port when the need arises, All
we have to do is be ready.”

New G. O. P. Club
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OVER LIQUIDATION
OPENS TOMORROW|

Association  Directors Pre-
pared to Resist Appoint-
ment-. of Receiver; Harry
C. Johnson Is Opposed

Prepared to resist the appointment
of a receiver and particularly, |f
such Ils ordered, the paming of

State Director of Etflclancy Harry
C. Johnson as such, the seven direc-
tors chosen by the shareholders of
the Home Savings and Loan Asso-
clation are scheduled to carry their
fight for voluntary liquidation before
Superior Judge Calvin 8. Hall to-
morrow, R

Willlam F. Eckart and L. Green-
baum, association shareholders,
brought a recelvership action on Sep-
tember 22. In a separate proceeding
last week, Attorney General John .
Dunbar petitioned that the Iinstitu-
tion be declared insolvent and that
Johnson be appointed recelver in ac-
cordance with the atatute governing
insolvent savings and loan associa-
tions. |

Director Johnsen Opposed

Frank Pettit, chairman, and hlis
six assoclates on the shareholders’
board of directors, seek to avold an
expensive and long-drawn recelver-
ship by winding up the association's
affairs through voluntary liquidation.
If a receilvership has to come, how-
ever, they vigorously oppose Director
Johnson on a number of grounds sét
forth In a croas-complaint, filed last
Tuesday to the Eckert-Greenbaum
action.

Among other things the directora
assert Johnson and his subordinate,
John W. Allen, supervisor of savings
and loan associations, knew of short-
ages in the ipstitution's funds many
months before they closed its doors
last July: that ths defalcation of
Ahira E. Plerce, its executive officer
was apparent ‘on the books; that
Johnson permifled payment of divi-
dends In excess of the aasociation’s
income; that Supervisor Allen ap-
propriated for his own use intoxicat-
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